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NEWS RELEASE
WRIGHT BROTHERS' HISTORIAN, BERLIN CANDY BOMBER, TUSKEGEE AIRMEN
TO HIGHLIGHT JOINT SYMPOSIUM ON AVIATION FOR 2003 CELEBRATION
DAYTON, Ohio -Some notable figures in aviation history are coming to Dayton next
spring to participate in a joint symposium on four college campuses- all part of Inventing
Flight: Dayton 2003's ambitious yearlong tribute to flight.
The world-famous Berlin candy bomber, a nationally known Wright Brothers' historian,
renowned artists and the Tuskegee Airmen will highlight the April3-5, 2003, "Aviation and the
Human Experience" symposium sponsored by the Miami Valley Higher Education Consortium.
The group includes Central State University, University of Dayton, Sinclair Community College
and Wright State University.
"It's like a progressive dinner. We're planning some great events on each of the
campuses to draw attention to the faces behind the history of powered flight," said Janet
Bednarek, chair of the history department at the University of Dayton and an aviation
historian. "This is the contribution of area universities to the centennial of powered flight."
Highlights of the three-day symposium:
•

Thursday, April 3, University of Dayton. "Humanitarian Uses of Aviation,"
with sessions featuring Roger G. Miller, author of To Save a City: The Berlin Airlift,
1948-1949, and retired Air Force Col. Gail S. Halvorsen, the celebrated "candy
bomber" who dropped small parachutes filled with candy to children in Berlin
during World War II. He has reenacted his candy bomber airdrops on many
occasions and in September 1989 he flew over Templehof with a television crew
from "Good Morning America" commemorating the 40th anniversary of the last
Berlin Airlift flight. In 1990, he wrote The Berlin Candy Bomber. In 1994, he flew
on an Operation PROVIDE PROMISE C-130 mission over Bosnia and dropped
candy parachutes to the children.

•

Friday, April4, Wright State University. "Aviation and Culture" will feature
sessions with Eric Street, pianist and music historian at the University of
Dayton, Herbert Martin, University of Dayton poet-in-residence, and Russell
Munson, aviation photojournalist best known as the illustrator of Jonathan
Livingston Seagull. Wright State also plans to bring in a major speaker to talk on
the intersection between culture and aviation as well as feature a performance by
a dance group. The day will conclude with an exhibit of the work of noted
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aviation artists, tentatively including Matt Jeffries of Star Trek fame. As art
director, Jeffries designed parts of the original U.S.S. Enterprise.
•

Friday, April4, Sinclair Community College. Wright Brothers' historian Tom
Crouch will give a keynote address, part of the University of Dayton's
Distinguished Speaker Series, after a dinner. Crouch, chair of the First Flight
Centennial federal advisory board and senior curator at the National Air and
Space Museum, wrote the biography, The Bishop's Boys: A Life of Wilbur and
Orville Wright. He received an honorary degree from Wright State University last
spring.

•

Saturday, AprilS, Central State University. "Race, Gender and Aviation" will
feature a number of speakers addressing the roles race and gender have played in
the history of aviation in the U.S. In additional to one major speaker, CSU
hopes to feature a number of panel discussions. One panel will include women
who have held different jobs within the world of aviation. Another panel will
feature two World War II pilots- one white, one African-American- talking
about the relationship between the all-African-American Tuskegee Airmen and
the all-white bomber crews they escorted. The program also will include a
reception at the National Afro-American Museum and Culture Center featuring
exhibits on women in aviation and the Tuskegee Airmen as well as a performance
by a CSU music group.

Madeline Iseli, executive director of Inventing Flight: Dayton 2003, described the
symposium as one of the year's showcase events. "Flight has had a tremendous impact on the
way we humans view our world. It's exciting to see all of our area universities explore this topic
together," she said.
Information on registration will be available by early fall. For more information, contact
Janet Bednarek at (937) 229-2848 or Janet.Bednarek@notes.udayton.edu.
"Aviation and the Human Experience" is the first of several symposia being planned. In
July 2003, the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics and the International Council
of the Aeronautical Sciences will jointly host a special event in celebration of powered flight in
Dayton. On Oct. 10, 2003, a third in a series of one-day symposia on the Wright Brothers, this
one looking at their legacy in the Miami Valley, will be sponsored by the National Park Service
and Wright State University. In addition, the University of Dayton School of Law is planning a
November 2003 symposium, "Patents and Innovation: Lessons from the Wright Brothers," to
explore the Wright Brothers' patent wars and their impact on today' s business.
Inventing Flight: Dayton 2003 was founded in 1989 to promote aviation, the Wright
Brothers and especially Dayton's role in the birth and future of aviation.
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